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Dear parent/carer 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well.    
 
Given the very unprecedented times we find ourselves in, as a country, we all need to do 
what we can to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. 
 
That is why the Government has given clear guidance on self-isolation, household 
isolation and social distancing and the most recent scientific advice on how to further limit 
the spread of COVID-19 is clear.   If children can stay safely at home, then they should, to 
limit the chance of the virus spreading.   That is why the Government has asked parents to 
keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain open only 
for those children who absolutely need to attend.   This includes the children of key 
workers and those who have been identified as having some vulnerability. 
 
I am fully aware that many families will be feeling the increased pressure and stress, 
particularly if your children are not attending school.   In line with Central Government 
advice, schools and all childcare providers are being asked to continue to provide care for 
a limited number of children and your child will qualify for one of these placements. 
 
The Government has made clear that “there is an expectation that vulnerable children who 
have a social worker will attend provision, so long as they do not have underlying health 
conditions that put them at higher risk than others”.   The Government definition of 
vulnerable extends to “children in need, children who have a child protection plan and 
those who are looked after by the local authority”.   In Bradford we have taken a broader 
view on the children who would benefit from a school placement and any parent who feels 
they would benefit from support can access a school.    
 
In response to the Government guidance, arrangements have been made for your 
child(ren) to attend school where they can receive child care provision. 
 
To reassure you, schools have made arrangements to ensure that social distancing 
arrangements are adhered to whilst providing your child with a positive experience.   I am 
aware that due to staffing difficulties your child’s school may not be open, but 
arrangements have been made for your child to attend an alternative school site.   If you 
believe that your child’s school is closed, please contact the Council’s Education Team on 
01274 439200 who will identify a suitable school for your child. 
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I hope that you will see the benefit for your child of engaging in child care provision 
provided by the school and that you will ensure that your child attends.   I have copied this 
letter to your child’s school and social worker so that you are appropriately supported for 
your child to attend some sort of school provision. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
  
Mark Douglas 
Strategic Director 
Children Services 


