
Key information about a full reopening of the academy from September 

 
We have looked very closely at the logistics for opening in September, and although there is 
still uncertainty around what the Covid-19 situation will be when we return, we feel it is crucial 
to set the new school year up with the expectation that all students will return. If you wish, you 
can look more closely at the official DfE guidance through the link here.  
 
Firstly, we would like to draw your attention to some important updates below: 
 
Autumn Exam Series 
 
For those students who wish to take an exam in the autumn series, the dates are listed below. 
These will be communicated to students on results day too, along with further information and 
guidance about the process, should students be unhappy with their awarded grades. 
 

 GCE, AS, A-Level exams:  Monday 5th October - Friday 23rd October 
 GCSEs exams:  Monday 2nd November - Monday 23rd November 

 
The deadlines for entry are as follows: 

 GCE, AS & A-level:      4th September  
 GCSE (except English Language and Mathematics):  18th September  
 GCSE (English Language and Mathematics):  4th October 

 
 
Key Elements from the DfE Guidance for September Opening 
 
The first section sets out the actions school leaders should take to minimise the transmission 
risk of Covid-19 in their school. This is public health advice, endorsed by Public Health 
England (PHE). The rest of the guidance focuses on how the DfE expects schools to operate 
in this new context.  
 
The guidance states that, “While coronavirus (COVID-19) remains in the community, this 
means making judgments at a school level about how to balance and minimise any risks from 
coronavirus (COVID-19) with providing a full educational experience for children and young 
people.” 
 
It goes on to say, “The measures set out in this guidance provide a framework for school 
leaders to put in place proportionate protective measures for children and staff, which also 
ensure that all pupils receive a high quality education that enables them to thrive and progress. 
In welcoming all children back this autumn, schools will be asked to minimise the number of 
contacts that a pupil has during the school day as part of implementing the system of controls 
to reduce the risk of transmission. If schools follow the guidance set out here, they can be 
confident they are managing risk effectively. While our aim is to have all pupils back at school 
in the autumn, every school will also need to plan for the possibility of a local lockdown and 
how they will ensure continuity of education. All elements of the system of controls are 
essential. All schools must cover them all, but the way different schools implement some of 
the requirements will differ based on their individual circumstances.”  
 
“Schools must comply with health and safety law, which requires them to assess risks and put 
in place proportionate control measures. Schools should thoroughly review their health and 
safety risk assessments and draw up plans for the autumn term that address the risks 
identified using the system of controls.” 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Factions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak%2Fguidance-for-full-opening-schools&data=02%7C01%7Chelen.williams%40ilkleygs.co.uk%7C1ba968a5ad124da6470008d824c9ac03%7Ce53703802db74bc9a7eaa1932a2faa54%7C0%7C0%7C637299795892492013&sdata=6cZnCX%2F6cm1U2uT0hUbcVn9cLPfltofvqrs%2FvdwVBVY%3D&reserved=0


The New Coronavirus Schools’ 'System of Controls' 
 
Please see DfE guidance for full details. 
Essential measures include: 
 

 a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 
 robust hand and respiratory hygiene 
 enhanced cleaning arrangements 
 active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 
 formal consideration of how to reduce contact and maximise distancing between those 

in school wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is 
reasonably practicable 

 
How contact is reduced will depend on the school’s circumstances and will (as much as 
possible) include: 
 

 grouping children together 
 avoiding contact between groups 
 arranging classrooms with forward facing desks 
 staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible 

 
What does this mean for Oasis Academy Lister Park?  
 
At Oasis Academy Lister Park, social distancing in classrooms and in canteens, with a full 
cohort of students on site, will not be possible, even at only 1 metre. The mandatory hygiene 
measures will therefore be essential, as classes will need to operate at their usual size. Social 
distancing will be maximised by keeping year groups in ‘bubbles’, as per the guidance, with 
staff maintaining social distancing as much as is possible in classrooms.   
 
To accommodate minimised contact, our plans are as follows: 
 

 In Years 9-13, students will mix only in their year group bubbles. Any passing contact 
will be brief and minimised wherever possible. 

 Years 7-9 will have break at separate times so that contact is limited. During their 
breaks, they will be in a zone for their specific year group, in a specific area on site. 
Duty staff will supervise breaks, as normal. Years 7-9 will share their lunchtime, but 
will have specific zones in the canteens where they can eat lunch. These zones will be 
cleaned before and after use. 

 Years 10-13 will have break and lunchtime together, but in separate zones. They will 
also be supervised, so that year groups do not mix, where possible. 

 All zones will be colour-coded so that they match the colour of student year group ties. 
 There will not be social distancing in classes. This is because even with one metre 

social distancing, we would only be able to have half the school on site at any one 
time, which is not permitted under the guidance. We will, however, have cleaning wipes 
on every table and students will be asked to clean their workspace before and after 
each lesson. This is an extra measure, in addition to the increased cleaning our site 
staff are carrying out. 

 The full curriculum will be delivered so that students access high quality lessons and 
subject expertise after the long period of time out of the academy. 

 There will be a one-way system in the academy to avoid contact where possible. We 
will make sure students understand how this works when they return. 

 Desks and chairs in each classroom will be arranged so that they are facing forward, 
with the exception of science laboratories or DT workbenches where desks are fixed 
to the floor. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


 Year groups will have a specific entrance they must use to enter and exit the site, as 
follows.  

 

Lunches 

Unfortunately, students will not be able pay for food at the till or get change. They will need to 

pay money into their account on the machine outside the canteen before lunch, as this will 

reduce contact and exchanging coins or notes. 

Risk Assessments 
 
We will fully update our risk assessments to reflect the measures we are putting in place. We 
are confident that we will have done everything possible to minimise the risks, in accordance 
with the DfE Guidance. Our risk assessment will include details about how we will respond in 
the event of confirmed cases / a local outbreak as per the guidance, and will be published on 
the school website in due course. As our risk assessments are dynamic documents, we will 
continually amend these to account for any emerging or growing risks over the coming weeks 
and months. 

 


