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Introduction
 
Well done for considering taking Sociology A Level.

We currently study the AQA Sociology specification. Here is a link that will take you to it so you 
can have an in-depth look at what you will be studying: 
h  tt      p://www.  a  q  a  .  o      r    g  .uk/  s  ubjec  t      s  /  s  o      ci  o      l  o      g  y/  a  s-  a  n  d      -  a  -  level/  s  o      ci  o      l  o      g  y  -  7191  -  7192  

This pack contains activities and resources to prepare you to start an A Level Sociology in 
September.  Everyone must have this pack completed for the first lesson. It is aimed that you 
start this after you get your GCSE results, to ensure you are well prepared to commence in 
September.

The pack will introduce you to some of the key information needed to succeed in Sociology and 
topics you will study. You will need to complete this booklet and have it in your folder at the start 
of the year. 

A Level Sociology topics and assessment
By studying Sociology, you will learn the fundamentals of the subject and develop skills valued by
Higher Education (HE) and employers, including critical analysis, independent thinking and 
research. Here is the link to the specification again:
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htt  p://www.aqa.o  r g.uk/subject  s/so  cio  lo  gy/as-and  -a-level/so  cio  lo  gy-7191-7192
You will sit 3 equally weighted exams at the end of the second year of study in May/June.

Paper 1:     Education Theory & Methods 

Paper 2: Family & Households Media

Paper 3: Crime & Deviance  &       Theory & Methods

1ST year AS- Education, Research Methods and Family. AS exam taken at end of 
Year
2nd Year – A2- Crime and Deviance, Mass Media and Theory and Methods
A2 exam taken at end of year 2 covering all Year 1 and Year 2 content. 

Topics studied in AS 
3.1.1 Education
Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content:
• the role and functions of the education system, including its relationship to the economy and to 
class structure
• differential educational achievement of social groups by social class, gender and ethnicity in 
contemporary society
• relationships and processes within schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships,
pupil identities and subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of teaching and 
learning
• the significance of educational policies, including policies of selection, marketisation and 
privatisation, and policies to achieve greater equality of opportunity or outcome, for an 
understanding of the structure, role, impact and experience of and access to education; the impact 
of globalisation on educational policy

3.2 Research Methods 
3.2.1 Research Methods
Students must examine the following areas:
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• quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design
• sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant observation, 
experiments, documents and official statistics
• the distinction between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data
• the relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social
facts’
• the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of 
method(s) and the conduct of research.

3.2.2.2 Families and Households
Students are expected to be familiar with sociological explanations of the following content:
• the relationship of the family to the social structure and social change, with particular reference to 
the economy and to state policies
• changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce, childbearing and the life course, 
including the sociology of personal life, and the diversity of contemporary family and household 
structures
• gender roles, domestic labour and power relationships within the family in contemporary society
• the nature of childhood, and changes in the status of children in the family and society
• demographic trends in the United Kingdom since 1900: birth rates, death rates, family size, life 
expectancy, ageing population, and migration and globalisation.

Expectations 
We have high expectations of our students in Sociology and hold students to these expectations. 
We want you to succeed in Sociology and therefore it is essential you follow the Post 16 Code of 
conduct and adhere to the departments expectations as follows: 

   100% attendance is vital to ensure you succeed in Sociology. We expect students to attend 
all lessons of Sociology.  If you are absent for any reason then it is your responsibility to 
come and ask for any work that you have missed on your return. If you anticipate being 
absent for a lesson, you must inform the subject teacher who will provide you with work to
complete. 

   Punctuality – We expect students to arrive on time, fully equipped every lesson. 

 Homework and wider reading. Homework in the form of essays and extended questions 

will be set every week.  This must be completed to the best of your ability. 
 Revision – There will be regular mini exams to test your knowledge and extended writing 

skills. It is crucial that you revise for these tests. 
 Organisation – The final page of this booklet outlines what you need to bring.  Ensure your 

file is brought to every lesson and all your notes, task sheets, exam papers are neatly placed
in your folder with the appropriate dividers. This will be monitored on a regular basis. 

 Independent study – We expect our students to take part in wider reading of the content. 
This will include suggested readings alongside guided independent study activities which 
need to be completed in your subject allocated independent time, 

 100% commitment to the course. A-levels require 100% dedication to the subject they are 
much harder than GCSE’s. You are expected to work hard both in class and at home to 
ensure that you succeed and that all tasks are completed to the best of your ability. 
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We as subject teachers will help, support, guide and advise 
you to achieve the best grade possible. We work in 
partnership with students and parents to reach this. 

Reading list for A Level Sociology
Textbooks for the course:
1st year: As the year is made up of topics we have made a series of topic booklets to go 
alongside each unit.  
These are the textbooks we will be using: 

There are lots of revision books out there but these two are brilliant for
Year 1. We do not ask you buy them but do recommend them:
• AQA AS and A Level Sociology Education with Research methods. Collins Student
Support Materials. Authors: Martin Holborn, Nichola McConnell. ISBN: 978-
0008221638
• AQA AS and A Level Sociology Families and Households. Collins Student Support
Materials. Authors: Martin Holborn, Judith Copeland. ISBN: 978-0008221669

2  n  d     y      e    a  r      :     A      s   t    h  e     y      e    ar     i      s       ma  d  e       u  p         o  f         t    o  p  i      c  s     w    e     h  a  v      e     ma  d  e a     s      e    r  i      e    s   o  f     t    o  p  i      c     b  o      o  k    l      et    s     t    o     g      o         
a  l      o  n  g      s  i      d  e     e    a  c  h     un  i      t    .  
These are the textbooks we will be using: 
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There are lots of revision books out there but these two are brilliant for Year 2. We do not ask 
you buy them but do recommend them:
• AQA AS and A Level Sociology Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods. Collins
Student Support Materials. Authors: Steve Chapman, Judith Copeland. ISBN: 978-
0008221645
• AQA AS and A Level Sociology Media. Collins Student Support Materials.
Authors: Martin Holborn, Judith Copeland. ISBN: 978-0008221652

It is expected that you can demonstrate to the examiners that you have been partaking in wider 
reading. Below is a list of books/journals and websites you could use over the next two years.
This is a selection of books for enrichment and extension over the two years. We would expect 
our students to have read at least two a year. 

Title Author

Chavs: The demonization of the working class Owen Jones

This is London Ben Judah

Gang leader for a day Sudhir Venkatesh

Respectable Lynsey Hanley

McMafia Misha Glenny

Black like me John Howard Griffin

No logo Naomi Klein

Subculture: The meaning of style Dick Hebdige

The establishment Owen Jones

Social class in the 21st Century Mike Savage

You can also use student friendly websites to increase your wider reading including:
• h  tt    p  :  //  p      o  li      t    y      b  oo  k    s.      c  o  m  /  k    e  nb  ro  w    n  e  /  r  e  s      o  u      r  c  e  s.      a  s  p  
• h  tt    p  :  //  www    .      ea  r  l      h  am  s      o  c  i      o  l      o  gy      p  a  g      e  s  .      c  o  .      u  k  
• h  tt    p  s      :  //  www    .s      o  c  i      o  l      o  g  ys      t    uff  .      c  o  m  
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One way of introducing sociology is to introduce some the ‘big questions’ that sociologists asks.
Here are just a few of them…

1. To what extent is the individual shaped by society?
2. Is there such a thing as a social structure that constrains individual action, or is society 

nothing more than a figment of our imaginations?
3. To what extent does our social class background affect our life chances?
4. To what extent does our gender affect our life chances?
5. To what extent does our ethnicity affect our life chances?
6. What is the role of institutions in society – do they perform positive functions, or simply 

work in the interests of the powerful and against the powerless? (a related question here is 
why do our life chances vary by class, gender and ethnicity)

7. How and why has British society changed over the last 50 years?
8. What are the strengths and Limitations of macro-scale research in helping us to understand 

human action?
9. What are the strengths and limitations of micro-scale research in helping us to understand 

human action?
10. Is it possible to do value free social research and find out the ‘objective’ knowledge about 

society and the motives that lie behind social action?
11. Is British Society today better than it was 400 years ago?

Tasks (These must be completed for your first lesson 
3 tasks that identify your skills in comprehension, summarising information and extracting relevant 
information for discussion) 

Task 1: Research into Sociology

Read these instructions carefully! You need to watch the following video and ma  k    e     n  o  te    s     o  n     t    h  e   
c  o  n  te    n  t    .  
I strongly suggest you watch the video at least twice. Once just watching it then a second time 
regularly stopping it to take notes:

1. h  tt      p  s  ://  www.y  o      u  t      u  be.c  o  m      /w  a  t      ch  ?      v  =Y  n  C  J      U  6  P      aC  i  o  &  in  d      ex  =  2  &  li  s  t      =  PL      8  d  P      uu  a  L      j  X  t      M  J      -     
A  f      B  _      7  J      1538  Y  K    Wk  Z  A  nGA  
(What Is Sociology?: Crash Course Sociology #1)

Task 2:  Introduction into key theories of Year 1 content

Sociology is a research-based subject. We look at different perspectives or sociological theories to 
help us explain how society works. For this task you will be researching 2 key theories:

1, Functionalism 
https://revisesociology.com/sociology-theories-a-level/  
2. Marxism
https://revisesociology.com/sociology-theories-a-level/  
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Your task is to research these 2 Sociological perspectives. There are links to help you initially, but 
you do not need to just use these. Yo  u     n  e  e    d     t    o     h  a  v      e     at     l      e    a  s      t     5   following   f  a  c  t    s     a  b  o  u  t     the perspective:    
 The main people that founded this theory, 
 How they see society 
 key ideas 
 Key words
 What do they see the purpose of education and family as being?  

Task 3: Current Affairs

As a sociology student, it is crucial that you are aware of what is happening in society. Therefore you
need to watch the news regularly or read newspapers to understand topical issues and be able to 
debate issues in class.

Your task is to find out the most topical news item of the week for the following areas: (Use the BBC
and other news channels to find out) 

1. Top news story of that week for the UK 
2. Top news story regarding Education
3. Top news story from around the world 

You need to identify the source of the news item and write a commentary about the story in your own
words. 

For your first lesson…
Organisation and Preparation is key to success 
We expect you to have the following:

1) A level arched folder – labelled with your name on and Sociology (spelt correctly).
2) There must be dividers in your folder
3) Your own lined paper
4) Plenty of plastic wallets.
5) A pencil case with the usual but we use a lot of post-it notes and highlighters so have 

plenty of those.
6) The welcome pack at the front of the folder
7) Your task homework contained in this booklet preferably typed up. 

Well done! You’re all set ready to embark on your Sociology A Level course. We look forward to 
seeing you in September!
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