
key terms
1 Impulsive

(adjective)

Impulsive people do things suddenly without planning or thinking 

carefully, but because they want to.
2 Unrequited

(adjective)

Your love is unrequited if you love someone who does not love you 

back. 
3 Authentic

(adjective)

If something is authentic, it is real, true, or what people say it is:

4 Blasphemous 

(adjective)

Speaking sacrilegiously or inappropriately about God, sacred or religious 

things.
5 Fate (noun) . A power that some people believe decides what will happen.
6 Predestined (verb) Already decided; fated to happen
7 flaw (noun) A characteristic that stops someone or something being perfect.

8 Reckless 

(adjective)

Describes someone who can act without thinking putting themselves or 

others in danger. 
9 Brave (adjective) Ready to face dangerous or difficult situations, perhaps without fear.

10 Indecisive

(adjective)

If someone is indecisive the change often change their mind and are not 

able to make or stick to decisions effectively. 
11 Hamartia (noun) A fatal flaw leading to the downfall of a tragic hero

Key lines

A1S1

Prologue: “A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life”

Romeo: Ay me! sad hours seem long… I have lost myself; I am not here: This is not Romeo, he's some otherwhere.”

Romeo: Out of her favour, where I am in love…She'll not be hit With Cupid's arrow; she hath Dian's wit… She will not stay the siege of loving terms”

A1S4 Romeo: I fear, too early: for my mind misgives…But He, that hath the steerage of my course, Direct my sail!

A1S5 Romeo: “she doth teach the torches to burn bright! It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night Like a rich jewel in an Ethiope's ear”
Romeo: “Did my heart love till now? forswear it, sight! For I ne'er saw true beauty till this night.”

A1S5 Romeo: “My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss.” 
Juliet: You kiss by the book.

A2S2 JRomeo: Her eyes [are] so bright /That birds would sing and think it were not night.
Juliet: “Although  I joy in thee, I have no joy of this contract to-night: It is too rash, too unadvised, too sudden; Too like the lightning”
Romeo: “O, wilt thou leave me so unsatisfied?”
Juliet ‘What satisfaction canst thou have tonight?’ “If that thy bent of love be honourable,/ Thy purpose marriage, send me word to-morrow.”

A2S3 Friar Laurence: “Wisely and slowly: they stumble that run fast.”

A3S1 Romeo: “ Tybalt, the reason that I love thee doth much excuse the appertaining rage to such greeting. Therefore. Farewell.” 

Romeo: “I am fortunes fool”

A4S1 Juliet: ”Be not so long to speak. I long to die/ If what thou speak’st speak not of remedy.”

A5S1 Romeo: “I defy you stars”

A5S3 Juliet : “O happy dagger,/ This is thy sheath. There rust and let me die.”

Subject terminology
15 Shakespeari

an tragedy

A play in which a noble protagonist dies due to a fatal flaw (a fault in 

his/her character)
16 Rhyming

couplets 

Two successive rhyming lines, which usually signal that a character 

has left the stage or is falling in love
17 Soliloquy A speech in a play that the character speaks to himself/ herself  and 

the audience. Shakespeare uses soliloquies to reveal the true 

feelings and thoughts of his characters.
18 Sonnet A poem of 14 lines with a strict rhyme scheme, usually associated 

with love and romance in conflict

12 Patriarchal 

society: 

A society ruled by men. The father was the unquestioned head of 

the household. Women had no rights or authority in law. Children 

were regarded as ‘property’ – and could therefore be given away in 

marriage to a suitable partner by their parents (father).
13 Honour-

female:

Women were supposed to keep their honour by remaining chaste 
(‘pure’ and untouched by men) until after marriage. 

14 Honour -

male:

It was common for men to have a strong sense of family (and 

personal) honour. The slightest insult would be avenged physically 

(by fighting)  as a matter of personal pride or to protect reputation. 
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