
How to answer 
GCSE 

questions in RE



Your exam will consist of two papers
Paper 1 – Christianity

Paper 1 will have 4 questions from 
the following units:

1. Beliefs

2. Living the Christian life

3. Marriage and the family

4. Matters of life and death

Each question will be divided up 
further into, part a) b) c) & d).

In total you will have 16 questions 
to answer on this paper

Total marks = 102 in 1hr 45min

Paper 2 – Islam

Paper 2 will have 4 questions from 
the following units:

1. Beliefs

2. Living the Muslim life

3. Crime and punishment

4. Peace and conflict

Each question will be divided up 
further into, part a) b) c) & d).

And you will have 16 questions to 
answer on this paper

Total marks = 102 in 1hr 45min



Your papers will be set out like this
Paper 1 – Christianity

1. Beliefs

a) = 3 marks

b) = 4 marks

C) = 5 marks

*d) = 12 marks (3 marks for SP&G)

2. Living the Christian life

a) = 3 marks

b) = 4 marks

C) = 5 marks

d) = 12 marks

3. Marriage and the family

a) = 3 marks

b) = 4 marks

C) = 5 marks

*d) = 12 marks (3 marks for SP&G)

4. Matters of life and death

a) = 3 marks

b) = 4 marks

C) = 5 marks

d) = 12 marks

Total marks = 102 in 1hr 45min



Your papers will be set out like this
Paper 2 – Islam

1. Beliefs

a) = 3 marks

b) = 4 marks

C) = 5 marks

*d) = 12 marks (3 marks for SP&G)

2. Living the Muslim life

a) = 3 marks

b) = 4 marks

C) = 5 marks

d) = 12 marks

3. Crime and punishment

a) = 3 marks

b) = 4 marks

C) = 5 marks

*d) = 12 marks (3 marks for SP&G)

4. Peace and conflict

a) = 3 marks

b) = 4 marks

C) = 5 marks

d) = 12 marks

Total marks = 102 in 1hr 45min



So how do we 
answer each part?

a) b) c) & d)



Part a)...

• Will generally follow a set format to ‘outline three’

• Always write in full sentences and not bullet points.

• Total 3 marks

Tests AO1-

Knowledge 

based



Part b)…

• Only give 2 reasons, you will not be credited for more 
than two reasons (4 reasons = 4 marks is wrong!)

• Give 2 reasons with two development points

Tests AO1-

Knowledge 

based

Paragraph 1 Paragraph 2 Total 4 marks

Reason Reason

Development Development

=2 marks = 2 marks

E.g. QUESTION: Explain two reasons why the 
Lord’s prayer is important for Christians.

ANSWER 1: Jesus gave the Lord’s Prayer to his 
disciples (1) as an example of how they 
should pray. (1)

ANSWER 2: It joins Christians together as a 
community (1) which strengthens their faith. 
(1)

Will not ask for comparison unless it is 
about afterlife or worship



Part c)…

• Question will ask to ‘Explain two’

• Just like part b) but need to add in source of 
wisdom/authority. E.g. QUESTION: Explain two ways Christians respond 

to the problem of evil and suffering. In your answer 
you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ANSWER 1: They will teach that God knows why 
people suffer (1) he uses suffering to show his love 
and faithfulness to people (1) he promises to comfort 
his servants (1)

ANSWER 2: Christians respond in a practical way to 
the suffering of others (1) and try to relieve suffering 
in whichever way is needed (1) this is in response to 
the parable of the sheep and the goats where Jesus 
says ‘inasmuch as ye do it unto one of one of the least 
of these… ye have done it unto me’

Tests AO1-

Knowledge 

based

Paragraph 1 Paragraph 2 Total 5 marks

Reason Reason

Development Development

Source Source

You only need one source in either 
paragraph but its safer to use a 
SOW/A in both to ensure you get 5/5.



Part a) b) & c) = 50% of overall mark

Part d) = 50% of overall mark

You must answer question d)



Part d)…

• Always out of 12 marks 

• If the question has a * that means there are 3 extra marks for 
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

MUST HAVES

1. Arguments for the statement

2. Arguments against the statement 

3. Justified conclusion

Tests AO2-

Critical 

Evaluation

Answer part d)
All paragraphs 
MUST refer to 
religion

2 para’s FOR

2 para’s 
AGAINST

Conclusion



Part d) example …
‘All Christians should give money to charity’

I think that all Christians should give money to charity because Jesus said that love of God 
and your neighbour were the most important commandments and this means that if 
you’re not helping others you are not a good Christian. The giving to charity can be used 
to do God’s work.

Also many churches teach love for the poor and run things like soup kitchens, therefore 
giving to charity is an important way to care for the poor and fulfil their duty as part of 
their role as stewards.

On the other hand some people may not be able to give money which would be fine as 
the parable of the sheep and the goats shows how Christians should help those people 
who are hungry, lonely, and sick which can be done in other ways than giving money.

Indeed, sometimes people give money which makes them feel better whereas if a person 
gives time it is actually able to have a long term effect on another’s life. 

In conclusion all Christians should not give money to charity, as there are far better ways 
to support those in need. 

This answer would 
score a level 4, 
12/12



Now over to you, 
lets give part
a) b) c) & d) a try



Part a)...

• Will generally follow a set format to ‘outline three’

• Always write in full sentences and not bullet points.

• Total 3 marks

“Outline three Christian beliefs about the 
importance of atonement and salvation”

Tests AO1-

Knowledge 

based



Part b)…

• Only give 2 reasons, you will not be credited for more than 
two reasons (4 reasons = 4 marks is wrong!)

• Give 2 reasons with two development points

Tests AO1-

Knowledge 

based

Paragraph 1 Paragraph 2 Total 4 marks

Reason Reason

Development Development

=2 marks = 2 marks

E.g. QUESTION: Explain two reasons why the 
Lord’s prayer is important for Christians.

ANSWER 1: Jesus gave the Lord’s Prayer to his 
disciples (1) as an example of how they 
should pray. (1)

ANSWER 2: It joins Christians together as a 
community (1) which strengthens their faith. 
(1)

“Explain two reasons why some Christians may 
prefer liturgical forms of worship”



Part c)…

E.g. QUESTION: Explain two ways Christians respond 
to the problem of evil and suffering. In your answer 
you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

ANSWER 1: They will teach that God knows why 
people suffer (1) he uses suffering to show his love 
and faithfulness to people (1) he promises to comfort 
his servants (1)

ANSWER 2: Christians respond in a practical way to 
the suffering of others (1) and try to relieve suffering 
in whichever way is needed (1) this is in response to 
the parable of the sheep and the goats where Jesus 
says ‘inasmuch as ye do it unto one of one of the least 
of these… ye have done it unto me’

Tests AO1-

Knowledge 

based
Paragraph 1 Paragraph 2 Total 5 marks

Reason Reason

Development Development

Source Source

You only need one source in either paragraph but its 
safer to use a SOW/A in both to ensure you get 5/5.

• Question will ask to ‘Explain two’
• Just like part b) but need to add in 

source of wisdom/authority.

“Explain two ways 
Christians may respond to 

the issue of divorce”



Part d)…

• Always out of 12 marks 

• If the question has a * that means there are 3 extra marks for 
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

“Christians should 
never support the 
use of abortion”

Tests AO2-

Critical 

Evaluation

Answer part d)
All paragraphs 
MUST refer to 
religion

2 para’s FOR

2 para’s 
AGAINST

Conclusion



List of revision resources you should have:
• Revision booklet for Christianity

• Revision booklet for Islam

• Sources of authority booklet for Christianity

• Sources of authority booklet for Islam

• Question & Answer booklet for Christianity

• Question & Answer booklet for Islam

• Types of part a) b) c) & d) question and answer booklet



Agape- This is a Christian 
teaching that means to follow 

the most LOVING act. 

“The Christian life is 
characterized by sacrificial 

agape love”

(John 13:35: )

This is a 
Universal 
Christian 
belief and 
can be 
applied in 
many moral 
debates. 



Always remember the 10 commandments:

‘Worship one God’ (first commandment)

‘Do not kill’ (fifth commandment)

‘Do not commit adultery’ (seventh commandment)



The Golden rule said by Jesus:

‘Treat others as you wish 
to be treated’

&
‘Love thy neighbour’ (Matthew) 



Remember Catholic
view is generally more 

strict than the 
Protestant / Church of 

England view 


