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Week 1 
 

WRITING TASK  

 
 

TASK: Write a letter to our local MP, Daniel Zeichner, giving your opinion on 
whether congestion charges should be introduced in Cambridge (a congestion charge means 
you have to pay to drive your car on a certain road; congestion charges are used to reduce 
traffic and to encourage people to use public transport or to cycle instead). 
 
AUDIENCE: The Cambridge Member of Parliament, Daniel Zeichner – so make it formal. 
 
FORM: A formal letter – so set it out using letter conventions: the address, date, 
greeting, paragraphs, sign off. 
 
PURPOSE: To argue and persuade – you should be trying to convince him that 
congestion charges would be a good thing OR a bad thing for Cambridge. 
 
You should write no more than one side of A4 – the focus should be on carefully setting out 
your arguments, not writing huge amounts. You might plan out three points then use them 
for three main paragraphs in your letter. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Structure: Once you’ve got your main points clear in your head, plan how you will order 
your ideas to build a convincing argument. Remember to set your letter out using correct 
letter conventions - the address, date, greeting, paragraphs, sign off. 
 
Techniques: Think about what techniques you could use to make your ideas as convincing as 
possible. You will want to include persuasive techniques like repetition, rhetorical questions, 
quotations, and emotive language.  
 
Punctuation: Carefully think about the type of punctuation that you you’re using and how it 
impacts your reader’s understanding. Try to push yourself and consider using a range of 
punctuation in order to make your arguments more convincing.  

 



Week 2 
 

READING TASK  
 

TASK: Read the extract and complete the questions in full sentences. 
 
PURPOSE: To demonstrate the accuracy and depth of your understanding. 
 

 

  

Horsemeat scandal: Tesco reveals 60% 
content in dish 

Some Tesco Everyday Value Spaghetti 
Bolognese contains 60% horsemeat, 
DNA tests by the retailer have found.  
The meal, withdrawn from sale on 
Tuesday, came from the French factory 
producing Findus beef lasagne, also at 
the centre of a row over horsemeat.                         

Meanwhile, Environment Secretary 
Owen Paterson has told MPs of plans to 
test all processed beef in the UK. 

Tesco took the frozen 
Bolognese off the shelves 
when it found out Findus 
was concerned about the 
source of its meat 
processed by Comigel, 
based at Metz, north-
eastern France. 

Environment Secretary 
Owen Paterson: "This 
appears to be an issue of 
fraud and mislabelling". 

It is one of several products that have been withdrawn from UK shelves amid the current 
scandal over horsemeat in food products in the UK and Europe.  

Tesco Group technical director Tim Smith said: "The frozen Everyday Value Spaghetti 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-21413376
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2013/02/11/oral-statement-to-the-house-on-food-fraud/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2013/02/11/oral-statement-to-the-house-on-food-fraud/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-21412590
http://www.bbc.co.uk/


Bolognese should contain only Irish beef from our approved suppliers. The source of the 
horsemeat is still under investigation by the relevant authorities.  

"The level of contamination suggests that Comigel was not following the appropriate 
production process for our Tesco product and we will not take food from their facility again. 

"We are very sorry that we have let customers down." 

Testing time 

Mr Paterson told MPs he had called in representatives of all Britain's producers, retailers 
and distributors and "made it clear" he expected to see immediate testing of all processed 
beef products across the supply chain.  

He said testing should take place every three months, and the Food Standards Agency 
should be notified of the results.  

He told representatives from the British Retail Consortium, the Food and Drink Federation, 
the British Meat Processors Association, the Federation of Wholesale Distributors, the 
Institute of Grocery Distribution and individual retailers that he expected to see: 

 "meaningful results from this testing by the end of this week; 

 "more testing of products for horse along the supply chain and that the industry 

must co-operate fully with the FSA on this; 

 "publication of industry test results every three months through the FSA; 

 "and that they let the FSA know as soon as they become aware of a potential 

problem in their products." 

A third of people in the UK who responded to a poll on Monday on their shopping habits 
said they were less likely to buy processed meat as a result of horsemeat scandal.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Questions: these should be answered in full sentences in as much detail as 
you can. You may find it helpful to use quotes from the extract to support 
your answers.  
 
 
 
 
 

1) SELECT AND RETRIEVE: According to the headline, how much horse meat was being 
disguised in meat products? 

 

2) INFER AND DEDUCE: What is Owen Paterson’s opinion on horsemeat being hidden 
in food? 

 

3) STRUCTURE: Why does the report include a list of bullet points? 
 

4) LANGUAGE: How does the report use emotive language (words which create an 
emotion like shock) in the account of what has been discovered? 

 

5) OVERALL EFFECT: How do you think the journalist expects the reader to react to this 
news? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 3 
 

WRITING TASK  
 
 

TASK: Write a speech which could be read out in a school assembly with 
the title, “A difficult choice.” 

 
AUDIENCE: School students and teachers. 
 
FORM: A speech – so begin with an introductory greeting to your audience. 
 
PURPOSE: To describe and entertain – so think about what ideas will interest 

your audience. 

 
You should write no more than one side of A4 – the focus should be on writing a clear and 
interesting speech.  You might want to begin by making a list of hard choices you have had 
to make, then choose one to talk about, then plan paragraphs about what you had to 
choose between, how you made your decision, and what the outcome was.  

 

     
 
 
Structure: Your job as the writer of this speech is to interest and entertain your audience 
with your account of a time in your life when you had to make a tricky decision. Try to plan 
out your ideas in a way that it is clear and logical. Think about the ending of your speech – 
what thought do you want to leave your audience with? 
 
Vocabulary: Your vocabulary choices are a key part of making your audience feel a certain 
way. Do you want so make the audience laugh, or impress them? Push yourself to use some 
more sophisticated words, but always make sure that your writing still makes sense. 
 
Punctuation: Carefully think about the type of punctuation that you you’re using and how it 
impacts your audience’s emotions and understanding. Try to stretch yourself and consider 
using a range of punctuation in order help your audience understand. ()!”?;:- 

     



Week 4 

 

READING TASK  
 

 
 
TASK: Read the extract and complete the questions in full sentences. 
 
PURPOSE: To demonstrate the accuracy and depth of your understanding. 
 
Bram Stoker wrote a famous vampire story called ‘Dracula’. In this extract, the narrator, a 
lady called Mina, is in bed but hears a man’s voice which she is at first unsure whether it is 
her husband Jonathan or the vampire hunter, Professor Van Helsing. 
 

 

Extract from ‘Dracula’ by Bram Stoker 

5 November. All is quiet at last. I am exhausted but I must record what has happened, 
painful as it is.  

Last night, an hour after I had gone to bed and still lay awake, I thought I heard sounds of 
disturbance from another room - Van Helsing's or Jonathan's, for it was a man's voice I could 
hear. It was hard to discern. It sounded as if he were arguing with himself, a sort of low 
growling punctuated by the occasional shout, and thumps as if the furniture were being 
violently moved about. It was unspeakably chilling to hear these sounds, so faint I was not 
sure if I imagined them. I got up, put on a dressing-gown and went along the corridor.  

The sound was coming from Van Helsing's room; I met Jonathan, approaching from the 
other direction. 'Perhaps he is ill,' I said.  

Jonathan knocked but there was no answer. The sounds from inside the room were now 
distinct. Van Helsing was groaning, uttering staccato barks of pain, and there were muffled 
thumps as if he were throwing himself around the room. Urgently Jonathan tried the door, 
but found it locked. He knocked briskly, calling out, 'Professor, what's wrong? Let us in!'  

At once the door shook, as if Van Helsing had thrown himself against it. He shouted gruffly, 
'No! You cannot come in! Leave me, for your own safety!'  

My sense of foreboding transfixed me. I took a step back, but Jonathan didn't hesitate. He 
flung his shoulder to the door and the lock gave. The door burst inwards. Van Helsing, in his 
white night-robe, was standing a few feet away; his bed was in disarray, his reading table 
overturned and books scattered everywhere. The wall mirror lay broken on the carpet. But 
this was nothing to the chaos of his expression. His pale hair was on end, his face savage and 
wild, and his eyes so bloodshot the whites were near scarlet.  

'Professor, what has happened?' said Jonathan.  



He started forward, but Van Helsing put out his hands, saying in a tortured, cracked tone, 
'No, no, Jonathan, keep away! Take your wife away, don't come near, I beg you!'  

 

 

 

Questions: these should be answered in full sentences in as much detail as 
you can. You may find it helpful to use quotations from the extract to 
support your answers.  
 
 
 
 

1) SELECT AND RETRIEVE: Which detail in the first paragraph describes Mina’s reaction 
to hearing strange noises in the night? 
 

2) INFER AND DEDUCE: How do we know that Van Helsing is trying to protect 
Jonathon and Mina? 
 

3) STRUCTURE: How is the ending of this extract effective? 
 

4) LANGUAGE: How does the writer use language effectively to describe the strange  
noises coming from Van Helsing’s room? 

 
5) OVERALL EFFECT: How does the writer create fear and tension for the reader? 

 

      
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 5 
 

WRITING TASK  
 

 
TASK:    Write the start of a story about a character who has gets trapped 

somehow. 
 
AUDIENCE:  Other students your age – make it the kind of story you would 

enjoy reading yourself. 
 
FORM:    Fiction – it’s a story so make it entertaining! 
 
PURPOSE:    To entertain. 

 
 
You should write no more than one side of A4 – the focus should be on careful crafting of 
language, not writing lots and lots. Think about how to grab your reader’s attention with 
your story opening, perhaps with something dramatic happening, so that the reader is keen 
to find out what the character goes on to do.  

 
 

 
 
Vocabulary: Think of the mood that you want to create, then select words that will help to 
create that mood. Consider using more complex or wide ranging vocabulary to help bring 
the world of your story to life. You might like to describe the setting or events in lots of 
detail to help create a clear vision in your readers’ minds. 
 
Sentences: Once you’ve got the idea of your story clear in your head, think about the pace 
of the action – are things happening quickly or slowly? Consider how you can use different 
sentence types to mirror that action in your writing. Think about: the length of your 
sentences, how your sentences are beginning and ending, patterns of sentences etc. 
 
Punctuation: Carefully think about the type of punctuation that you you’re using and how it 
impacts your reader’s emotions and understanding. Try to push yourself and consider using 
a range of punctuation in order to create specific moments of tension/action/fear etc.  

  



Week 6 
 

READING TASK  
 

TASK: Read the extract and complete the questions in full sentences. 
 
PURPOSE: To demonstrate the accuracy and depth of your understanding. 
 
Introduction 
There are many stories about people coming back to life, for example, a kiss raises Sleeping 
Beauty and Snow White to life, and in the Bible, Jesus brought Lazarus back to life. In this 
poem, the poet imagines being dead, and how her lover could make her alive again.  
 
If I was dead – by Carol Ann Duffy 

If I was dead, 
and my bones adrift 
like dropped oars 
in the deep, turning earth; 

or drowned, 
and my skull 
a listening shell 
on the dark ocean bed; 

if I was dead, 
and my heart 
soft mulch 
for a red, red rose; 

or burned, 
and my body 
a fistful of grit, thrown 
in the face of the wind; 

if I was dead, 
and my eyes, 
blind at the roots of flowers, 
wept into nothing, 

I swear your love 
would raise me 
out of my grave, 
in my flesh and blood, 



like Lazarus; 
hungry for this, 
and this, and this, 
your living kiss. 

 
 
Questions: These should be answered in full sentences in as much detail 
as you can. You may find it helpful to use quotations from the poem to 
support your answers.  
 

 

 

1) SELECT AND RETRIEVE: Which details reveal who the poet is speaking to? 
 

2) INFER AND DEDUCE: What is the poet saying about the strength of love from her 
lover? 
 

3) STRUCTURE: Explain how the poet has chosen to set out her poem on the page, and 
suggest why she might have wanted the poem to be set out like this.  

 
4) LANGUAGE: How does the poet use language to create different images of death? 

 
5) OVERALL EFFECT: How might the poem make a reader feel and why?  

 

    
 

 
 

 

 
 
 


