
LANG PAPER 2
AQA SAMS 3 - ABERFAN / LONDON

Project 
Objec ves

The project aims to demonstrate an increase in the progress made by pupils iden fied as being most-able across all subjects, specifically in 
developing a culture for learning at key stage 3.  Through developing strategies in teaching and learning that allow pupils to access higher order 
thinking skills, improving pupils’ capabili es to work independently and engaging parents in their child’s learning, the project aims to show how 
progress has been accelerated resul ng in a greater level of a ainment.



• Read Source A – using the cover of the insert and box at the top of the s
aid understanding on:

ideas and perspec ves of the event described

You must:
• Focus on the ques on above
• Is he posi ve or nega ve about the event
• What methods (techniques are used by the writer to talk about the even
•   Iden fy if/why the viewpoint of the writer changes in a source
•  Comment on advanced methods: sarcasm, tone, etc. 
•  Highlight short snappy quota ons to support your ideas.

Do Now



• Edit work in blue
Methods – writer used to present ideas and perspec ves of the event 
described

You must:
• Edit your work in blue- include correc ons

Do Now



Ques on 4: Comparison of BOTH sources 

Success Criteria: 
 Make POINTS about the writer’s viewpoint 
 Give EVIDENCE to prove this 
 Iden fy the METHODS/DEVICES the writer is using. 
 EXPLAIN what this shows about the writer’s view/inten ons 
 COMPARE with the other source. 



Ques on 4



• Quick Plan
• What is the viewpoint of each writer? What does each writer 

think/feel/believe, etc? Make a quick plan:

Plan To 1) Compare – what’s different or similar about the writer’s view

• Plan To 1) Compare – What’s different/similar about their methods /devic

Source A: Writer’s Viewpoint Source B: Writer’s Viewpoint 
He believes…. 
He thinks…. 

He believes…. 
He thinks…. 

Source A: Writer’s Viewpoint Source B: Writer’s Viewpoint 

Source A: Writer’s methods/ devices Source B: Writer’s methods/ devices



Ques on 4: Suggested wri ng frame 
• In source A the writer’s viewpoint is…. 
• For example it says ‘……’ 
• The writer uses (method/subject term/ device) which suggests…. 
• Clearly the writer is showing/trying to…. 
• By contrast, in Source B the writer’s viewpoint is different/similar becau
• For example it says ‘……’ 
• The writer uses (method/subject term/ device) which suggests… 
• Clearly the writer is showing/trying to…. 
• This is different/similar to source A because… 

Viewpo
 Quo
 Effec
 Zoom
 Conn
 ST/M
 Com



Top Tip:
 Try to include more than one quota on to support your point.
 Explain all quota ons.
 Really zoom in on the quota on. 
 Remember subject terminology.
 Use compara ves and connec vesto compare the sources/writers 

Compara ve Connec ves 

Connec ves to show similarity 
• Similarly 
• Equally 
• Likewise 
• As with 
• Like 
• In the same way 

Connec ves to show difference 
• Whereas 
• On the other hand 
• Instead of 
• Alterna vely 
• Unlike 
• However 
• In contrast 



Ques on 4:Ge ng Grades 6-9 

• To get the higher marks, you need to: 
•  Compare viewpoints and compare the methods 
•  Iden fy if/why the viewpoint of the writer changes in a source 
•  Insert more compara ve phrases and connec ves as you go to comp

the sources/writers. 
•  Comment on advanced methods: sarcasm, tone, etc. 
•  Use regular short snappy quota ons to support your ideas. 
•  Explain how the perspec ve (when or where they are wri ng) impact

on their viewpoint. 



Ques on 4: Example Answers 
• Grade 3-4 

In source A, the writer is shocked and saddened by what happened. He describes the events as a ‘disaster
the impression that the village is a dark and dangerous place. In comparison, in source B the writer is worr
more serious earthquakes happening in the future. One method he uses is a rhetorical ques on when he 
can say what strange trial ... may await us?’ sugges ng this kind of disaster or worse might happen again. 

Grade 8-9 

The writer of source A seems dispassionate at first as he paints the picture of gloomy, isolated Aberfan as 
‘tucked away’ from sight and mind. The verb ‘tucked’ is more usually associated with being tucked up in b
tends to have more posi ve connota ons of safety and warmth. But here, the writer uses it differently, pe
imply complacency. He reinforces this view when he creates the sense of a malevolent ‘killer’ stalking its v
sees this disaster as ‘cruel’ and a ‘shame’ on ‘God and man’. This me, the emo ve connota ons of ‘sham
God to suggest a biblical connec on as with the shaming of sinners. In contrast, the writer of Source B mo
of the earthquake, which seems so minor it was hardly no ced in London. One method he uses is exagger
he describes the incident out of all propor on, with the Midlands for example, where it merely ‘broke cro
reference to broken crockery is hardly momentous yet through it, the writer cleverly understates the threa
point, something he escalates later in his report when he asks the rhetorical ques on: ‘who can say what s
trial ... may await us?’ Here the reference to ‘trial’ reveals the writer’s view of the poten al dangers a futu
earthquake might bring. Just as a defendant is put on trial for life, so he seems to imply that next me a si
earthquake might lead to loss of lives and so should be taken more seriously. 



Indica ve content Grade 8

The writer of Source A seems dispassionate at first as he paints the picture of gloomy, isolated Ab
lies ‘tucked away’ from sight and mind. The verb ‘tucked’ is more usually associated with being tucke
bed and tends to have more posi ve connota ons of safety and warmth. But here, the writer uses i
differently, perhaps to imply complacency. He reinforces this view when he creates the sense of a m
‘killer’ stalking its vic ms.  He sees this disaster as ‘cruel’ and a ‘shame’ on ‘God and man’. This me,
emo ve connota ons of shame link with God to suggest a biblical connec on as with the shaming o

In contrast, the writer of Source B mocks the idea of the earthquake, which seems so minor it was
no ced in London. One method he uses is exaggera on where he describes the incident out of all pr
with the Midlands for example, where it merely ‘broke crockery’. The reference to broken crockery is
momentous yet through it, the writer cleverly understates the threat at this point, something he es
later in his report when he asks the rhetorical ques on: ‘who can say what strange trial … may awai
Here the reference to ‘trial’ reveals the writer’s view of the poten al dangers a future earthquake m
bring. Just as a defendant is put on trial for life, so he seems to imply that next me a similar earthqu
might lead to loss of lives and so should be taken more seriously. Perhaps the writer of source B is
use a more sarcas c, mocking tone because it was a superficial disaster; whereas in Source A
mournful tone is used because lives were lost and the writer believes that this kind of disast
shouldn’t occur in the twenty-first century. 



Examiner’s report 2018:



Indica ve content Level 3

In Source A, the writer is concerned that the disaster is shocking and
should not have happened in the first place. He describes the village as
dangerous place to live and work and makes the point about the ps ‘A
everyone has … seen danger in them, but mostly they are endured as a
life’. His choice of the word ‘endured’ implies that its people have put u
a lot of hardship and are brave, but shouldn’t have had to face the trag
the landslide. 

However the writer in Source B is worried about more serious earth
happening in the future. He engages the reader more with rhetorical 
ques ons when he asks: ‘who can say what strange trial … may await u
Here the reference to ‘trial’ reinforces the idea of hardships and dange
which may con nue with future earthquakes.  

 



Ques on 2 You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this ques on. Both 
Sources give details about the places where the events occur. Use details from both 
Sources to write a summary of the differences between Aberfan and London. 

•8 marks
•13 Minutes 
•Summarise the main points
•Annotate key points as you read
•Compare the main points
•What is different about the viewpoints / perspec ve
•No language analysis required





Q2
Aberfan

• Small village – ‘few people had 
ever heard of’

• ‘tucked away’
• ‘river as black as the Styx’
• ‘slowly exhaus ng industry’
• ‘disused canal’
• ‘decaying railtracks’

London

• London – ‘colossal city’
• ‘so accustomed to noises’
• ‘great river’
• ‘ceaselessly streaming’
• ‘vast warehouses’
• ‘trains rush past’



Q2 – Sample response:
While Aberfan is described as a ‘small mining village’ which was ‘tuck

away’ in a peaceful valley, London is described as a ‘colossal city’ full of 
‘noises, shocks and tremors’. By describing such a peaceful Welsh village
which people existed in a ‘twilight’ world, it is inferred that Aberfan wou
have remained largely unknown had it not been for such a terrible traged

In Source B London is depicted as a thriving city, where ‘trains rush pa
and men work long, arduous hours. This contrasts to Aberfan which seem
to be in decline and struggling with a ‘disused canal’ and ‘decaying railwa
While the people of London were not used to life being ‘calm and quiet’ 
implying that there was always something going on – Aberfan was 
disappearing under a ‘coa ng of grime’ and both the people and the plac
were seemingly ‘anonymous’ and unimportant un l that one terrible day







Highlight key quotes.
Choose those which allow you to talk 
about a range of devices / features.

• ‘as though dumped by the hand of 
God’ – simile

• ‘like black pyramids’ – simile
• ‘inching ominously’ – verb / adverb
• ‘a killer with a ro en heart’ – 

personifica on
• ‘fatal seeping’ – adverb
• ‘mountain of moving muck’ – 

allitera on
• ‘treacherous’ – adjec ve
• ‘stupefying filth’ – emo ve / powerful 

(highlight adjec ve)





QUESTION 5

‘Floods, earthquakes, hurr
and landslides – we see m
more reports of environme
disasters affec ng the wor
its people every day.’ 

 

Write the text of a speech 
debate at your school or c
which you persuade youn
to take more responsibilit
protec ng the environme

(24 marks for content and 
organisa on 16 marks for 
technical accuracy) [40 ma



Examiner’s report 2018:

It is the overall quality of the communica on wh
determines the level, not the quality of the indiv
and therefore students and centres should focu
efforts on ensuring a clearly iden fiable point o
priority. 

Students working at the higher Levels typically o
conscious cra ing of language, characterised by
moulding of features to suit the context: extend
metaphor and other imagery, incorpora ng pun
deploying rhetorical devices to devasta ng effec
sequencing of their ideas was also excep onal, w
of momentum building in their response as the 
drawn inexorably into a series of increasingly co
and then compelling points, leading to a carefu
structured conclusion.  
 


