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Year 11  -EDEXCEL 1-9 HISTORY GCSE 
Theme Topics Second Order 

Concept Justification Substantive Concepts 

American 
West 

1. The early settlement of the West, c1835–
c1862  
The Plains Indians,: their beliefs and way of 
life, Migration & Early Settlement. 
2. Development of the plains, c1862–c1876  
The development of settlement in the West , 
Ranching and the cattle industry, changes in 
the way of life of the Plains Indians 
3. Key topic 3: Conflicts and conquest, c1876–
c1895  
Changes in farming, the cattle industry and 
settlement, conflict and tensions, The Plains 
Indians: the destruction of their way of life 

Consequence 
Significance 
Causation 

American West: Two worlds meeting has 
been a theme that students have explored 
across the curriculum, which sets the 
context for the meeting of the settlers and 
Native Americans. It also expands upon the 
history of America itself,  having previously 
touched upon Jamestown and the 
American Revolution. The big narratives of 
power, Agency & Migration are clear 
throughout the unit, with the chance for 
students to debate notions of agency on 
the part of Native Americans. 

Claim, corral, dry farming, federal, frontier, 
homesteader, lawlessness, Manifest 
Destiny, marshal, nomadic, open range, 
ranch, range war, reservation, rustling, 
sheriff, vigilante, power, treaty, civilised 

Weimar & 
Nazi 

Germany 

1. Birth of Weimar Germany & Golden Age 
End of WWI, Dolchtstoss, Treaty of Versailles, 
Uprisings, Weimar Constitution,  Occupation of 
the Ruhr, Hyperinflation, Stresemann, Life in 
Weimar Germany,  
2. Birth of the Nazi Party  
Hitler’s Early life, Munich Putsch, 
 3. Lean Years, Wall Street Crash/rise of the 
Nazi party 
Lean Years, Wall Street Crash, Great 
Depression, Elections, Elimination of 
opposition/obstacles 
4. Life in Nazi Germany 
Police State, Women, Youth, Living Standards, 
Church, Opposition 

Causation 
Interpretation 
Evidential Enquiry 

Weimar & Nazi Germany: This paper builds 
specifically on many of themes explored 
during Year 9, connecting the Great 
Depression, ideology, and ideas of 
‘tolerance’, and providing a counter to the 
notion of democracy being the inevitable 
end-point. Weimar & Nazi Germany delves 
deeper into the inter-war period explored 
during Year 9, and once again questions 
power and agency, with the exploration of 
the extent to which ordinary Germans 
resisted the Nazis. The Paper also 
emphasises competing interpretations, 
building on this concept from KS3 

Abdication, armistice, communist, 
conformity, constitution, democracy, 
depression, Führer, hyperinflation, Kaiser, 
Left, monarchy, persecution,  putsch, 
rearmament, Reichstag, reparations, 
republic, Right, trade union, treaty 

 


